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Airbus successfully completes In Orbit Commissioning of CHEOPS
Airbus meets all expectations and the spacecraft is delivered in orbit
@AirbusSpace @ESA @ESA CHEOPS #Cheops #exoplanets

Madrid, 26 March 2020 — Airbus has received confirmation from ESA of a successful end to
the In Orbit Commissioning (IOC) of CHEOPS after the |I0OC review yesterday. This critical
phase was performed by Airbus in Spain with the support of the Instrument Team (University
of Bern), Mission Operation Centre (INTA), Science Operation Centre (University of Geneva)
and ESA.

The 10C phase started on 7" January and over the past two and a half months Airbus has
conducted the operations to verify the performance of the satellite (platform and instrument),
the ground segment and the science package. During this time the main goal was to
consolidate the documentation, processes and procedures for use during the operational
phase.

ESA recognised the great job done by the Airbus teams and stated there were no issues
preventing routine operations from starting and confirmed hand-over of the mission
operations from Airbus to INTA and the mission consortium.

Fernando Varela, Head of Space Systems in Spain, said: “The in-orbit delivery of the
CHEOPS satellite is the culmination of the Airbus participation in the programme. It is the first
European exoplanetary mission and the first ESA mission built by Airbus in Spain. The
professionalism of the technical and engineering teams at Airbus was key to this success.”

CHEOPS will be controlled by INTA and the mission consortium (University of Geneva and
University of Bern). Nevertheless, Airbus is also ready to assist during the operational phase
for the whole mission life.

CHEOPS marks the first time that Airbus in Spain has been the prime contractor for the
whole mission, from satellite development, through launch, to LEOP and IOC. The entire
mission development was completed in record time without delays and met the very tight
budget. To do this, Airbus managed a team of 24 companies from 11 European countries,
seven of them Spanish, confirming Airbus as the driving force behind the space industry in
Spain.

As a reminder, CHEOPS is the first in ESA’s FAST TRACK missions programme whose main
characteristics are low cost and a challenging budget. CHEOPS will characterise exoplanets
orbiting nearby stars, observing known planets in the size range between Earth and Neptune
and precisely measuring their radii to determine their density and understand what they are
made of.
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About Airbus

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2019 it generated revenues of € 70 billion
and employed a workforce of around 135,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
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of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military
rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
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