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OneWeb Satellites and partners OneWeb and Airbus transform 
space industry with world’s first high-volume satellite production 
facility in Florida 

• Opening marks a breakthrough in technology and manufacturing, 
enabling first-ever rapid production of communication satellites 

• Supports deployment of OneWeb network to bring transformative 
internet connectivity to everyone, everywhere 

• Facility provides ability to produce high quality satellites at speed, cost, 
standard, that wasn’t possible before 

• Opening comes just months after launch of first satellites, now 
operational in space  

 
EXPLORATION PARK, Florida, USA, 22 July, 2019  – OneWeb Satellites – a joint venture 
of OneWeb and Airbus – today officially opened the world’s first high-volume, high-speed 
advanced satellite production facility to bring transformative internet connectivity to everyone, 
everywhere.  
 
Historically, satellites are custom built, costing tens of millions of dollars to build, and taking 
more than a year to produce a single one. The OneWeb Satellites facility is the first to 
employ industrial-scale mass production techniques for satellites, enabling dramatically 
reduced costs and production times that can deliver one satellite per production shift or two a 
day, while significantly expanding internet connectivity and making space technology far 
more accessible.  
 
“OneWeb Satellites and its partners are transforming the satellite and space industry.  By 
producing high quality satellites at a fraction of the cost and schedule of traditional 
manufacturers, we are not only enabling OneWeb to connect the planet, we are making 
space dramatically more accessible to everyone,” said Tony Gingiss, CEO of OneWeb 
Satellites. 
 
The facility’s production capabilities will first support the rapid scaling of the OneWeb 
network, starting with a constellation of 650 satellites and scaling to 1,980 satellites 
delivering global connectivity.  
 
With half the world’s population unconnected and inconsistent connectivity persisting as 
people travel more at sea and in the skies, the high-performance communication satellites 
built in this facility will enable high-speed internet access that can unlock healthcare, 
education, and economic advancements.  
 
“This is a defining moment in the history of OneWeb, and the space industry. With today’s 
opening, we are one step closer to connecting the unconnected for the benefit of societies all 
over the world,” said Adrian Steckel, CEO of OneWeb. “As we gear up for more satellite 
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launches at the end of the year, this facility will ensure we can begin delivering global 
connectivity in some areas as early as next year and globally in 2021.”  
 
The 105,500 square foot production facility, which has two production lines capable of 
producing two satellites a day, is helping to revitalize Florida’s Space Coast with 250 new 
high-tech jobs and 3,000 indirect jobs through the supply chain. 
 
Government officials including U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross, U.S. Senator Rick 
Scott, U.S. Rep. Bill Posey, FCC Chairman Ajit Pai, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Economic and Business Affairs Manisha Singh, and business and community leaders in 
Merritt Island, Florida near the Kennedy Space Center attended the official opening with the 
team. 
 
For Airbus, this new facility is the latest step in the company’s continued and long-standing 
growth in U.S. manufacturing, job creation and investment. Airbus utilizes 450 U.S. suppliers 
in 40+ states and has spent more than $187 billion in the U.S. since 1990. Airbus spending in 
the U.S. supports more than 275,000 American jobs. 
 
“Airbus is manufacturing products in the U.S. from all of our business divisions – commercial 
aircraft, helicopters and now satellites,” said C. Jeffrey Knittel, Chairman and CEO of Airbus 
Americas. “We take seriously our partnerships in the communities where we do business, 
and we’re proud to contribute our aerospace manufacturing expertise to the Space Coast 
with 250 new high-tech jobs in Florida. We are equally excited to welcome these new 
employees to the Airbus OneWeb Satellites team in the U.S.”  
 
OneWeb Satellites’ game-changing manufacturing technology and facility also represent a 
tremendous opportunity for other commercial and government customers, providing end-
users with dramatic cost savings and opening the door to missions that were previously 
unthinkable.   
 
“The avenue for unlocking untapped human potential lies, yet to be paved, in space,” said 
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross. “Private industry is a key partner in this effort as we are 
well on our way to a $1 trillion space economy and fueling a new revolution in technology in 
orbit.” 
 
Chairman Pai added: “Since my first day as Chairman of the FCC, my number one priority 
has been closing the digital divide and bringing the benefits of the digital age to all 
Americans. Promoting innovative technologies will be critical to accomplishing that 
priority.  Satellite constellations have the ability to deliver broadband services using a new 
generation of low-Earth orbit satellite technologies.  That’s why the FCC under my leadership 
approved OneWeb’s proposal and why I was pleased to attend the opening of OneWeb 
Satellite’s production facility.  At the FCC, we’ll continue our work to make access to high-
speed Internet available across the country.” 
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Monday’s event is being livestreamed on www.oneweb.world/factory and to follow social 
content on the event please look to #NewSpaceRace.  
 

### 
 
Key production and satellite stats  

• The facility is capable of producing up to two satellites every day, or one per assembly 
line shift. Traditional manufacturers generally take more than a year to build a single 
satellite. 

• The facility can produce a satellite for approximately 1/50th of the cost of a traditional 
manufacturer. 

• Total Spacecraft Mass - 150 kg 
• Payload Mass – 60 kg 
• Propulsion - Electric (Xenon HET) 
• The design life of the satellites will be greater than seven years in a 500 km orbit and 

greater than five years in a 1,200 km orbit. 
 

* * * 
 
About OneWeb Satellites  
OneWeb Satellites is a joint venture between Airbus and OneWeb that was formed in 2016 to design and 
manufacture the satellites for the OneWeb constellation. In the process, OneWeb Satellites has revolutionized 
satellite manufacturing by being the first to utilize commoditization and mass production techniques to 
dramatically reduce production times and costs. Where a traditional satellite may cost tens of millions of dollars 
and take years to build, we can do it at a far lower cost and at a production rate of up to two per day. 
Our mission is not limited to the OneWeb program. Through our partnership with Airbus, we are offering to the 
market a standardized, mass produced satellite platform and payload interface that can be compatible with many 
different payloads, providing end-users with dramatic cost savings and opening the door for missions that were 
previously unthinkable. 
 
About OneWeb 
OneWeb's mission is to enable Internet access everywhere, for everyone. OneWeb is building a communications 
network with a constellation of low-Earth-orbit satellites that will provide connectivity to people around the world. 
OneWeb offers business solutions for Broadband, Government and Cellular Backhaul. Its high speed, low 
latency, network enables game-changing Mobility solutions to industries that rely on global connectivity, such as 
Aviation, Maritime, Automotive, Trains and more. http://www.oneweb.world  

 
About Airbus  
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger 
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one 
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military 
rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
 

Media contacts: 

OneWeb Satellites 
Cecily Lavender  cecily.lavender@airbus-oneweb.com 
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OneWeb 
Katie Dowd   kdowd@oneweb.net  +1 202 271 2209 
FTI Consulting OneWeb Team oneweb@fticonsulting.com  
 
 
Airbus  
Ralph HEINRICH ralph.heinrich@airbus.com  +49 (0)171 30 49 751 
Quentin HUNSTAD       quentin.hunstad@airbus.com   +1 703 269 8770 
Jeremy CLOSE jeremy.close@airbus.com  +44 (0)7766 536 572 
Guilhem BOLTZ guilhem.g.boltz@airbus.com +33 (0)6 34 78 14 08 
Francisco LECHON francisco.lechon@airbus.com +34 630 196 993 
Mathias PIKELJ mathias.pikelj@airbus.com  +49 (0)162 29 49 666 
 
 

This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusMedia  

 
 


