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AirAsia X orders 34 more A330neo  
@airasia #A330neo #FIA2018 
 

Farnborough, 19th July 2018 – AirAsia X has placed an order with Airbus for an additional   
34 A330neo widebody aircraft. The order was announced at the Farnborough Air Show in the 
UK by Kamarudin Meranun, AirAsia Co-Founder and AirAsia X Group Chief Executive 
Officer, Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz, Chairman of AirAsia X and Eric Schulz, Airbus Chief 
Commercial Officer. 
 
The latest agreement reaffirms AirAsia X’s position as the largest airline customer for the 
A330neo, with the total number of aircraft ordered by the airline increasing to 100. All the 
A330neo aircraft ordered by AirAsia X are the larger A330-900 model. 
 
Offering range capability enabling non-stop services to Europe, including from Kuala Lumpur 
to London, the A330neo will allow AirAsia X to expand its value-based long haul model with 
even lower operating costs, while enabling its passengers to fly further more often with highly 
competitive fares.  
 
AirAsia X will be the first airline in Asia to operate the A330neo, with deliveries of aircraft on 
order with Airbus scheduled to start in Q4 2019. The A330neo will be operated by AirAsia X 
out of its bases in Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia.  
 
AirAsia Co-Founder and AirAsia X Group Chief Executive Officer Kamarudin Meranun said: 
"Long haul low-cost is something we strongly believe in, and this order shows our confidence 
in the AirAsia X model. We lobbied hard for the A330neo after seeing the success of the 
A320neo, and working closely with Airbus, we have arrived at an aircraft that we are 
confident will allow us to expand our low fares offering beyond Asia Pacific to the rest of the 
world.” 
 
AirAsia Co-Founder and AirAsia X Co-Group Chief Executive Officer Tan Sri Tony 
Fernandes added: “Our decision not only to reconfirm our existing order for 66 A330neo, but 
to add 34 more, follows what is probably one of the most thorough aircraft evaluations the 
industry has ever seen. We have looked at every aspect of the A330neo from technical 
performance and reliability to passenger comfort and it is clearly the right aircraft for us to 
expand efficiently our fast-growing long haul network.” 
 
Eric Schulz, Airbus Chief Commercial Officer commented: “We are extremely pleased to 
announce this important agreement with AirAsia X. This is the strongest possible 
endorsement for the unbeatable operating economics, performance and cost-effectiveness 
that the A330neo brings to the market in its size category. We look forward to working with 
AirAsia X on the entry into service of this great aircraft with the carrier as it expands its route 
network to more destinations around the world.” 
 
The A330neo is the latest version of the twin aisle A330 Family. It incorporates new 
generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, a new optimised wing and increased use of 
lighter composite materials. Together, these advances bring a significant reduction in fuel 
consumption of 25 per cent compared with older generation aircraft of similar size. 
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Passengers can expect the highest levels of comfort when flying on the A330neo, with the 
aircraft featuring the award-winning Airspace by Airbus cabin. Originally designed for the  
larger A350 XWB, this features newly designed sidewalls and fixtures, larger overhead 
storage, advanced cabin mood lighting and the latest in-flight entertainment and connectivity.  
 
The A330 Family is one of the most successful widebody product lines ever, having received 
over 1,700 orders from 120 customers. More than 1,400 A330s are flying with over 120 
operators worldwide. Including today’s announcement, the A330neo has already won some 
250 firm orders prior to entry-into-service. 
 
The A330neo is currently nearing completion of its flight test programme with certification 
expected in the coming weeks followed by entry into commercial service in September.  

 
* * * 

2018 list prices: A330-900 US$296.4 million 

 
About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 
restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range 
of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, 
combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, 
Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
 

Contacts for the media  

Sean LEE sean.lee@airbus.com  +65 96545761 
Sara RICCI sara.ricci@airbus.com  +33 5 6211 7613 
 

This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusNewsroom  
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