
  
  

  

 

 
 

  

Airbus Defence and Space 
81663 - Munich 
Germany 

Email: media.airbusdefenceandspace@airbus.com 
Web: airbus.com 
Follow us on twitter: @AirbusSpace 
  

SPACE SYSTEMS 
 
 

Airbus and United Nations team up for universal access to space  
Access to space and payload operations through Bartolomeo 
Provision of Earth observation data from Airbus-operated satellites 
Capability building for Member States to enable use of space-based data 

 
Vienna, 02/07/2018 – Airbus and the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 
(UNOOSA) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) during the UNISPACE+50 
conference celebrating half a century of international cooperation in outer space. 
 
The five-year renewable MoU aims to jointly build capabilities in developed and developing 
countries in microgravity experiments and its related benefits. Furthermore it aims to build 
capability in terms of usage of Earth observation data and support the missions of the UN, its 
specialist agencies and Member States. 
 
Both partners will work together to support the Member States in accessing and using space 
by enabling access to the International Space Station (ISS). Bartolomeo, the new external 
hosting platform developed by Airbus, self-funded and operated in cooperation with the 
European Space Agency, enables cost and time-efficient access to space.  
 
Airbus offers free payload space, giving UN Member States the opportunity to participate in 
an orbital space mission utilising the Bartolomeo platform attached to the European 
Columbus Module of the ISS. 
 
Application areas include Earth observation, robotics, material science and astrophysics. 
Operated aboard the ISS in low Earth orbit, the Bartolomeo platform offers the ISS’ most 
unobstructed view of planet Earth and outer space. 
 
“Operating a space mission on the Bartolomeo platform is a highly cost and time-efficient 
way of bringing a payload into space, and our all-in-one mission service makes it as easy as 
possible. Through our partnership with the UN we hope the benefits of space can be more 
accessible to the global community,” said Johannes von Thadden, Head of International and 
Space Institutions at Airbus during the signing ceremony. 
 
Both partners will also provide consultancy to increase awareness of the opportunities from 
geoinformation and support the development of local capability with respect to exploiting 
Earth observation data. As part of this, data from SPOT, Pléiades, as well as from TerraSAR-
X and TanDEM-X satellites will be made available, together with training sessions, 
conferences and workshops.  
 
Finally, Airbus and the UN will jointly support professional training via specific United Nations 
entities and specialist agencies as well as Member States, on the usage of Earth observation 
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data for dedicated operational applications. These applications, linked to the Sustainable 
Development Goals, such as the UN-SPIDER (SPace-based Information for Disaster 
management and Emergency Response) Charter would include, but not limited to, flood 
modelling, subsidence of urban areas in coastal regions, and forest degradation. 
 

*** 
 
About Airbus 
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 
restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range 
of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, 
combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, 
Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
 
 
Media contacts 

Ralph Heinrich +49 (0)171 30 49 751 ralph.heinrich@airbus.com 

Jeremy Close +44 (0)7766 536 572 jeremy.close@airbus.com 

Guilhem Boltz +33 (0)6 34 78 14 08 guilhem.g.boltz@airbus.com 

Francisco Lechón +34 630 196 993 francisco.lechon@airbus.com 

 


