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German Bundeswehr renews Service Contracts for Heron 1 
systems in Afghanistan and Mali 
@AirbusDefence 
 

 Covers all operational services of Heron 1 systems 

 Service Contract is renewed until entry-into-service of Heron TP 

 
Bremen, 09 July 2020 – Airbus Defence and Space and the Federal Office of Bundeswehr 
Equipment, Information Technology and In-Service Support (BAAINBw) have signed a 
renewed service contract agreement for Heron 1 unmanned aerial systems (UAS) in 
operation in Afghanistan and Mali.  
 
In Afghanistan, Heron 1 Services has been extended in March 2020, for the period June 
2020 / May 2021. It had successfully logged up more than 46,000 flight hours in over 4,100 
operational flights. Also in March this year, the German Air Force passed the milestone of 10 
years of Heron 1 operations in Afghanistan, with a first operational flight dating back to 17th 
March 2010. 
 
Comparably in Mali, Heron 1 services has also been extended for the period August 2020 / 
July 2021 (with an option for August 2021 / July 2022). It had logged more than 11,500 flight 
hours in over 1200 operational flights. The system’s first flight in Mali dates back to 1st 
November 2016 after the first service contract was signed in July 2016. 
 
When adding the Heron 1’s operations for the German Armed Forces in both Afghanistan 
and Mali, the Air Force’s UAV system has thus chalked up more than 57,500 successful 
operational flight hours. 
 

Both places of deployment are being managed using a joint operator model between the 

Bundeswehr and industry. The Heron 1’s provision, maintenance and repair of the system is 

the responsibility of Airbus Defence and Space in Bremen.  

 

This operator model impressively demonstrated its performance capabilities during 

operations in Afghanistan and Mali, as emphasised by proven high system readiness of  

99%. The deployments of the Heron system in Afghanistan and Mali also help develop 

expertise within the Bundeswehr with a view to future MALE RPAS systems. 
 
German reconnaissance tasks focus on the country’s crisis regions in order to provide the 
best possible protection for the country’s population as well as for the German troops and the 
contingents of other mission nations stationed in the country. 
 
Manufactured by the Israeli company IAI (Israel Aerospace Industries), Heron 1 is an 
unarmed medium altitude long endurance (MALE) UAS which can stay airborne above the 
respective theatre of operations.   
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The Heron 1 has a wingspan of 16.6 meters and a maximum mission endurance of over 24 
hours. The system’s military tasks include detecting booby traps from the air, accompanying 
convoys and patrols, assisting forces in combat situations, reconnoitring and surveilling 
routes, establishing movement profiles and long-term monitoring, supporting situation 
assessments, and protecting property and military camps. It is also used to support 
humanitarian missions. 
 
These Heron 1 systems, currently deployed by the German Armed Forces in Afghanistan and 
Mali, are to be replaced by the more powerful IAI Heron TP, following an operator agreement 
signed in Berlin in July 2018 between Airbus Defence and Space and the Federal Office of 
Bundeswehr Equipment, Information Technology and In-Service Support (BAAINBw). The 
replacement of Heron 1 by Heron TP will have a two-year set-up phase, followed by an 
operational phase lasting a further seven years, thereby bridging the gap until a sovereign 
European MALE UAS will be developed. 
 

*** 
 
Media contacts 

Florian Taitsch +49 151 16 83 10 52 florian.taitsch@airbus.com 
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About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2019, it generated revenues of € 70 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 135,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners. 
Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the 
world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft 
solutions worldwide. 
 
 
About Israel Aerospace Industries 

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) is a world-leading aerospace and defense company innovating and delivering 
state-of-the-art technologies in space, air, land, naval, cyber & homeland security for defense and commercial 
markets. Combining the “Start-up Nation” spirit of innovation with decades of combat-proven experience, IAI 
provides customers with tailor-made, cutting-edge solutions to the unique challenges they face including satellites, 
UAVs, missiles, intelligence solutions, weapon systems, air defense systems, robotic systems, radars, business 
jets, aerostructures, and more. Established in 1953, IAI is one of Israel’s largest technology employers with offices 
and R&D centers in Israel and abroad. For more information, visit https://www.iai.co.il/ 
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