
 

 

 

Launch success for UAE’s FalconEye satellite 

 

FalconEye will offer unprecedented Earth observation capability to UAE 
Government and economy  
 

@AirbusSpace @Arianespace @Thales_Alenia_S #SpaceMatters 
 
Kourou, 2 December 2020 – The Earth observation satellite FalconEye was successfully 
launched last night from the European Spaceport (CSG) in Kourou, French Guiana by an 
Arianespace Soyuz rocket. 
 
Owned and operated by the United Arab Emirates, FalconEye was developed by Airbus 
Defence and Space and Thales Alenia Space as co-prime contractors.  

 
The FalconEye system will support the needs of the UAE’s Armed Forces. The satellite 
weighed 1190 kg at launch and will be raised to a helio-synchronous orbit of 611 km. Airbus 
Defence and Space was in charge of the satellite design, integration and test, and supplied 
the platform. Thales Alenia Space designed and supplied the optical instrument and the 
image processing chain.  

 

“FalconEye will offer top quality Earth observation, providing our customer with the best of 
what space imagery can offer. The high-performance optical satellite system represents an 
important step in the cooperation between the United Arab Emirates and France,” said Jean-
Marc Nasr, Head of Space Systems at Airbus. “Thanks to the trust of our Emirati customer 
and the support of the French government, we have been able to deliver a great team effort 
between Airbus and Thales Alenia Space.”  

 

* * * 
About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2019, it generated revenues of € 70 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 135,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners. 
Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the 
world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft 
solutions worldwide. 
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