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Airbus celebrates 50 years of Pioneering Progress 
@airbus #Airbus50 
 
Toulouse, 29 May 2019 – Airbus has launched a global campaign celebrating the company’s 
50 year anniversary, showcasing key moments of pioneering progress throughout the past 
five decades. 
 
The campaign begins today by marking 50 years since the French Minister of Transport, 
Jean Chamant and the German Minister of Economic Affairs, Karl Schiller, signed an 
agreement at the 1969 Paris Air Show for the joint-development of the A300 aircraft, a first 
European twin-aisle twin-engine jet for medium-haul air travel. 
 
Guillaume Faury, CEO of Airbus said: “Airbus’ story is one of ambition and progress, and has 
been a showcase of European integration. Over five decades, we have brought together civil 
and defence aviation businesses from throughout the continent. For 50 years, we have 
pioneered many firsts through our passion and innovation, transforming the industry and 
helping to move society forward. Airbus is a story of incredible men and women, a story of 
great achievements in the past and, above all, in the future.” 
 
Running from 29 May to 17 July, the campaign will bring stories to life through new, engaging 
content published across Airbus channels. With a new story released each day, for 50 
consecutive days, the campaign will highlight the people and ground-breaking innovations 
that have driven the company. The campaign shines a light on many different aspects of the 
Airbus business, including commercial aircraft, helicopters, space and defence, in addition to 
programmes and initiatives. 
 
The 50th anniversary campaign also looks to the future, exploring how Airbus continues to 
shape the industry with pioneering innovations that address some of society’s most critical 
issues, whether that be pioneering electric flight to reduce emissions, digitising aerospace 
design, or developing new urban air mobility options. 
 
Airbus industrial sites will also celebrate this milestone, starting in Toulouse with a fly over 
from the full Airbus Commercial Aircraft family accompanied by the Patrouille de France at 
12:00pm today.  
 
To see the latest stories in the campaign, visit: https://www.airbus.com/airbus50  

* * * 
About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger 
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one 
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military 
rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
 
Contacts for the media 

Stefan Schaffrath stefan.schaffrath@airbus.com +33 6 16 09 55 92 
Martin Agüera martin.aguera@airbus.com +49 175 227 4369 
Guillaume Steuer Guillaume.steuer@airbus.com +33 6 73 82 11 68 
 
Other high resolution photos are available on: AirbusNewsroom 

Please find historic photos illustrating 5o years of Airbus on the following link: https://we.tl/t-OAxZPtjfKS which you 

are invited to publish mentioning “Airbus copyright”. 
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