
 

 

WTO to Authorise Tariffs on $4 billion of US exports to the 

European Union in the Boeing Subsidies Case 

Toulouse, 13 October 2020 – The WTO has announced its decision that the European 

Union will be authorised to impose tariffs on USD 4 billion of US goods exported to the 

European Union every year. This follows four previous WTO panel and appellate reports 

from 2011 to 2019 confirming that subsidies to Boeing violate WTO rules. The decision finds 

that illegal subsidies to Boeing cost Airbus USD 4 billion dollars in lost sales and market 

share annually.  

The EU Commission has already completed its public consultation on the planned 

countermeasures and has published the preliminary list of US products they will apply to, 

including Boeing aircraft.  

“Airbus did not start this WTO dispute, and we do not wish to continue the harm to the 

customers and suppliers of the aviation industry and to all other sectors impacted,” said 

Guillaume Faury, Airbus CEO. “As we have already demonstrated, we remain prepared and 

ready to support a negotiation process that leads to a fair settlement. The WTO has now 

spoken, the EU can implement its countermeasures. It is time to find a solution now so that 

tariffs can be removed on both sides of the Atlantic.” 

Airbus fully supports the EU Commission in taking the necessary action to create a level 

playing field and seek a long overdue agreement.  

About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2019, it generated revenues of € 70 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 135,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners. 
Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the 
world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft 
solutions worldwide. 
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