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SPACE SYSTEMS  

Bartolomeo starts its journey to the International Space Station 
Debut of ISS commercial research platform from Airbus moves one step closer 
@AirbusSpace @ESA @Space_Station @ISS_Research #Bartolomeo #ISS 

Bremen, 27 January 2020 – The Bartolomeo research platform, developed by Airbus for the 

International Space Station (ISS), has been delivered to the Kennedy Space Center in 

Florida, USA. The move marks a further step towards something never before seen in space: 

with its planned launch in March, the European-built Bartolomeo is set to become the first 

commercial research platform to be attached to the ISS.  

Bartolomeo is funded by Airbus and will be operated with the support of the European Space 
Agency (ESA). The platform can host up to 12 different payload slots, also providing them 
with a power supply and data transmission back to Earth. 

With Bartolomeo, Airbus is offering fast and cost-efficient access to research in space, which 
can also be used by private data service providers. The platform’s unique vantage point 
400 kilometres above the Earth offers unobstructed views of our planet. Not only does this 
provide opportunities for Earth observation, but also for carrying out measurements related to 
environmental and climate research – for example the concentration of nitrogen oxide or CO2

in the Earth’s atmosphere. 

Bartolomeo will now be subject to further inspections and final functional tests with NASA at 
the Kennedy Space Center before being integrated into a Dragon space transporter. The 
launch is currently scheduled for 2 March 2020. 

* * * 
About Airbus

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger 
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one 
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military 
rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
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This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusMedia 


