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Romain Trapp appointed president of Airbus Helicopters, Inc. and 

head of North America region  

He succeeds Chris Emerson, who has been appointed president of Airbus Defense and 

Space, Inc. 

Grand Prairie, Texas, July 2, 2019 – Airbus announced today that Romain Trapp has been 

appointed President of Airbus Helicopters Inc., and Head of the North America Region for 

helicopters. He succeeds Chris Emerson, who is assuming the role of President of Airbus 

Defense and Space, Inc. 

Trapp brings a broad experience within Airbus, having worked for the company for nearly two 

decades, including 11 years in North America. He first served as CFO of Airbus Helicopters Inc., 

out of Grand Prairie, Texas, beginning in 2008. He became Airbus Helicopters Inc.’s Chief 

Operating Officer in 2016, and has also been President of Airbus Helicopters Canada since 

2013.  

“Romain brings a keen understanding of the North American helicopter market, and I could not 

think of anyone better suited to take on this role than someone who has led such a diverse 

range of our U.S. and Canadian activities for so long,” said Bruno Even, CEO of Airbus 

Helicopters. “I am confident he will continue to support our customers and grow our business in 

the world’s largest in-service helicopter market.”  

“Airbus is the leading provider of helicopters in this region, with more than 70% commercial 

market share and a large – and growing – customer base,” said Jeff Knittel, CEO of Airbus 

Americas. “Romain will carry on the exemplary customer experience that our clients have come 

to expect, and we look forward to supporting him as he continues to elevate our brand in North 

America.”  

Trapp began his Airbus career in 1999 and has held various positions in finance, program 

management and general management throughout Germany, France, Canada and the U.S. He 

is a graduate of the Ecole Normale Supérieure in France and the Stanford Executive Program in 

the United States. He is married and has two grown sons.  

“I am proud to work with the highly skilled men and women who build and support Airbus 

helicopters here in North America, and honored by the confidence the Airbus leadership has in 

me to lead this team,” Trapp said.  
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*** 

About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion and 

employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners. Airbus 

is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s 

leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions 

worldwide. 
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