Airbus Helicopters and EASA combine efforts to bring the next
generation of VTOL platforms to life
Areas of focus include eVTOLs and high-speed flight
Marignane, 2 October, 2019 - Airbus Helicopters and EASA have signed a Memorandum of
Cooperation aiming to harness their respective experience and know-how to bring the next
generation of VTOL platforms to life, along with the necessary regulatory framework to support them.
“I am very pleased to be joining efforts with EASA to build a common framework for the next
generation of vertical lift solutions over the next decades,” said Bruno Even, CEO of Airbus
Helicopters. “Innovation that benefits customers is at the heart of Airbus Helicopters’ strategy. We
are committed to working hand in hand with the authorities on our innovation projects with the same
professional approach that drives the design and certification of our current product range.”
The areas of cooperation covered by this agreement include high-speed flight with the Racer
demonstrator, the certification of new piloting assistance systems such as Airbus Helicopters’
EAGLE technology, the thermal/electrical hybridization of rotorcraft, including electric vertical takeoff and landing systems (eVTOLs), and condition-based maintenance.
“Partnerships with industry are part of our strategy to ensure that innovation in the aviation market
happens safely,” said Patrick Ky, Executive Director of EASA. “The knowledge we gain from cutting
edge technology plays a significant role in helping us to prepare our certification methodologies for
these new advancements. Cooperating on innovation with Airbus Helicopters represents an
important contribution to this strategy.”

***
About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion and
employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners. Airbus is also
a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space
companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
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