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Airbus Perlan Mission II glider soars to 76,000 feet to break own 
altitude record, surpassing even U-2 reconnaissance plane  
Stratospheric glider yielding insights into high-altitude aerodynamics, flight 
safety and Martian exploration 
 
#AirbusPerlan @PerlanProject #Innovation #AirbusPerlanMissionII 
 
 

EL CALAFATE, Argentina, Sept. 3, 2018 – For the third time in a week, Airbus Perlan 

Mission II has set a new world altitude record for a glider, this time soaring the engineless 

Perlan 2 to 76,124 feet, in the process collecting vital data on flight performance, weather 

and the atmosphere.  

 

Yesterday’s flight by pilots Jim Payne and Tim Gardner surpasses even the maximum 

recorded altitude in level flight of the U.S. Air Force’s famous U-2 Dragon Lady 

reconnaissance aircraft: 73,737 feet, flown by pilot Jerry Hoyt on Apr. 17, 1989.  

 

The U-2 is powered by an engine that generates 17,000 lbs. of thrust. By contrast, the Perlan 

2 is engineless, weighs just 1,500 pounds, and soars to its record altitudes on rare 

stratospheric air currents formed by mountain winds combining with the Polar Vortex.    

 

“World records are gratifying evidence of progress toward a goal, but the goal itself is 

advancing our knowledge and expertise,” said Tom Enders, Airbus CEO. “By exploring an 

underexplored part of the atmosphere, Perlan is teaching us about efficient high-altitude 

flight, about detecting natural sources of lift and avoiding turbulence, and even about the 

viability of wing-borne exploration of Mars. As a company that makes not just airliners but 

also high-altitude unmanned aerial vehicles such as Zephyr as well as the Mars rover robotic 

vehicle, every Perlan flight is an investment in our future.”  

 

In a single week, Perlan has set and then surpassed a world altitude record three times: 

 

 Aug. 26, 2018: Jim Payne and Morgan Sandercock soar to 63,100 feet, besting the 

record of 54,000 feet set by Airbus Perlan Mission II on Sept. 3, 2017  

 Aug. 28, 2018: Jim Payne and Miguel Iturmendi reach 65,600 feet  

 Sept. 2, 2018: Jim Payne and Tim Gardner climb to 76,124 feet 

 

The overall altitude record for level flight of a manned airplane is held by the SR-71 Blackbird 

at 85,069 feet. The pressurized Perlan 2 glider is designed to fly to 90,000 feet, conditions 

permitting.  

 

Airbus Perlan Mission II will continue its 2018 flying season through mid-September, when 

the season for stratospheric mountain waves in the southern hemisphere begins to die down, 

and the all-volunteer Perlan Project team will return from Patagonia to homes in the U.S. and 

around the world. The number of flights remaining will be determined by weather conditions.  
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Viewers around the world are following Perlan flights live as they occur on the Airbus Perlan 

Mission II Virtual Cockpit: http://bit.ly/VirtualPerlan2. The Virtual Cockpit shows the glider’s 

altitude, airspeed, remaining oxygen, map position, and even live streaming video from a 

camera in the tail when the aircraft is in range.  

 

Fans can sign up to be alerted when Perlan is flying at www.perlanproject.org/contact, or in 

the U.S. by texting “perlan” to 57682. Stay updated on the mission by following The Perlan 

Project on Twitter @PerlanProject and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/perlanproject.  

 

A Press Kit with images, infographic, fact sheet, and videos is available at: 

http://bit.ly/perlanpress.  

 

* * * 
 
About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 
restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range 
of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, 
combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, 
Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 

 
About Airbus Perlan Mission II 
Airbus Perlan Mission II is an initiative to fly an engineless glider to the edge of space, higher than any other 

winged aircraft has operated in level, controlled flight, to open up a world of new discoveries related to high-

altitude flight, weather and climate change. This historic endeavor is the culmination of decades of research and 

engineering innovation, and the work of a tireless international team of aviators and scientists who volunteer their 

time and expertise for the non-profit Perlan Project. The project is supported by Airbus and a group of other 

sponsors that includes Dennis Tito,  Weather Extreme Ltd., United Technologies and BRS Aerospace. 

 
Perlan’s other sponsors:  

Dennis Tito 
United Technologies  
Weather Extreme Ltd.  
BRS Aerospace  
 
Equipment, service and institutional donors:  

Aero Club Lago Argentino 
AGM Container Controls 
ANAC  
APL 
Argentina Air Force Directorate-General of Research and Development 
Automated Metal Products  
Battle Born Batteries 
Biomarine Rebreathers 
Bonehead Composites  
Camelbak 
Clouddancers 
Cobra Trailer 
Community Foundation of Western Nevada  
DeLorme inReach  
Dragonfly Energy 
EANA 
Epic Aircraft  
FLARM 
Fuerza Aerea Argentina  
Garmin  
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Intel 
Iridium Communications Inc.  
Kiloyankeepapa 
Laviasa 
Leading Edge Jet Center  
LX Nav 
MH Aviation Oxygen Systems 
Miller Nash Graham & Dunn  
Minden Tahoe Airport 
Omni 
Parasol Tahoe Community Foundation 
Pro-Tint 
RDD 
Sandia Aerospace  
Silicon Valley Community Foundation  
SIMCOM  
Soaring Society of America  
SoaringNV  
Sports Aviation Foundation 
The Warming Store 
Trig Avionics  
University of Washington Applied Physics Laboratory 
VectorNav 
Whelen Engineering 
 
 
 

Media for the contacts 

 
North America: 
James Darcy  james.darcy@airbus.com +1 571 214 1722 
Kristina Messner  kmessner@focusedimage.com +1 703 678 6023  
 
Latin America: 
Lindsy Caballero lindsy.caballero@airbus.com +1 305 458 8979 
 
Germany: 
Daniel Werdung daniel.werdung@airbus.com +49 160 715 8152 
 
France: 
Matthieu Duvelleroy matthieu.duvelleroy@airbus.com  +33 6 29 43 15 64 

 
 

 

This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusNewsroom  
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