Airbus and Zodiac Aerospace enter into a partnership for a new
lower-deck passenger sleeping facilities




Sleeping berths would fit inside the aircraft’s existing cargo compartments.
Improving the passengers’ experience while enabling airlines to differentiate.
To be included in catalogue of certified solutions by 2020, initially on A330.

AIX Expo 2018, Hamburg, 10th April – Airbus and Zodiac Aerospace have partnered to
develop and market lower-deck modules with passenger sleeping berths. The modules, which
would fit inside the aircraft’s cargo compartments, offer new opportunities for additional services
to passengers, improving their experience while enabling airlines to differentiate and add value
for their commercial operations. The new passenger modules will be easily interchangeable with
regular cargo containers during a typical turnaround if required. Moreover, the aircraft’s cargo
floor and cargo loading system will not be affected at all, as the passenger module will sit
directly on it.
Christophe Bernardini, Chief Executive Officer of Zodiac Aerospace Cabin Branch said: “We are
delighted to work with Airbus on this new and innovative project, which reaffirms our expertise in
lower-deck solutions. An improved passenger experience is today a key element of
differentiation for airlines.”
Geoff Pinner, Head of Airbus Cabin & Cargo Programme said: “This approach to commercial air
travel is a step change towards passenger comfort. We have already received very positive
feedback from several airlines on our first mock-ups. We are pleased to partner with Zodiac
Aerospace on this project which will introduce a new passenger experience and add value for
airlines.”
Airlines will be initially be able to choose from a catalogue of certified solutions by 2020 on A330
for retrofit and line-fit markets. Offerability of sleeper compartments on the A350 XWB airliner is
also being studied. The innovation builds on both Airbus’ and Zodiac Aerospace’s experience in
producing and integrating lower-deck crew-rest facilities.
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About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated reported revenues of € 67
billion - or € 59 billion restated for IFRS 15 - and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most
comprehensive range of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader
providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In
helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusNewsroom

Airbus Press Office
1 Rond-Point Maurice Bellonte
31707 Blagnac Cedex
France

Phone: +33 (0)5 61 93 10 00
Email: media@airbus.com
Web: airbus.com
Follow us on twitter: twitter.com/Airbus
Page | 1

