SPACE SYSTEMS

Airbus to develop technology for ultra-high-resolution satellites for
UK MOD
@AirbusSpace @dstlmod
London, 11 September 2019 – Airbus has won a design study from the UK’s Defence
Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) to develop the technologies for a cluster of ultrahigh-resolution Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) satellites for the UK Ministry of Defence
(MOD). The satellites will also have the ability to collect radio frequency (RF) signals.
Called “Oberon” the project will see Airbus develop the technologies that could lead to an inorbit demonstration in 2022 and potentially an operational capability as early as 2025. The
innovative techniques and technologies developed within the project will allow the ground to
be seen in outstanding detail regardless of darkness, or of cloudy weather conditions.
Colin Paynter, Managing Director of Airbus Defence and Space UK said: “Project Oberon
builds on Airbus’ expertise in space radar technology developed over 40 years. I look
forward to seeing this study leading to a new world-class surveillance capability for the UK
MOD, helping to protect our armed forces across the world.”
Gary Aitkenhead, Chief Executive of Dstl, said: “This addition to our capability is a valuable
part of the future of Defence Space. Partnership between Dstl and Airbus on this project
secures UK jobs as well as continuing to exploit advances in the UK space sector.”
Oberon follows the success of the SAR satellite, NovaSAR, designed and developed by
Airbus and SSTL, which was launched in September 2018. Since NovaSAR was conceived,
Dstl and Airbus have made significant leaps in technology, allowing the Oberon system to
achieve high performance from a small and compact satellite system.
***
About Dstl
The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) delivers high-impact science and technology (S & T) for
the UK's defence, security and prosperity.
Dstl’s role is to deliver S&T for defence and security and to steward defence and security S&T capabilities
Dstl is an Executive Agency of the MOD, run along commercial lines. It is one of the principal government
organisations dedicated to S&T in the defence and security field, with six sites; Porton Down, near Salisbury,
Portsdown West, near Portsmouth, Fort Halstead, near Sevenoaks, Sandridge, near St Albans, Langhurst, near
Horsham and Alverstoke, near Gosport.
Dstl works with a wide range of partners and suppliers in industry, in academia and overseas.
Contact at Dstl for more information
Dstl press office
press@dstl.gov.uk

+44 (0)1980 956845 or +44 (0)7384 210107

Follow us on Twitter: @DefenceHQ and @dstlmod
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About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military
rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
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