AI R BUS DEFENCE AND SPACE

Press Release

SPACE SYSTEMS

ESA and Airbus sign contract for Bartolomeo platform on the
International Space Station

New research platform scheduled for launch in March 2020

@ESA @Space_Station @ISS_Research @AirbusSpace #Bartolomeo

Bremen, 23 January 2020 — The Bartolomeo platform from Airbus gives new opportunities
for research on the International Space Station (ISS). The European Space Agency ESA has
now firmly booked a payload slot for a Norwegian instrument to monitor plasma density in the
Earth's atmosphere.

The Bartolomeo platform - named after Christopher Columbus' younger brother - is currently
in the final stage of launch preparation at Airbus in Bremen and is scheduled for launch to the
ISS in March 2020. Bartolomeo is developed on a commercial basis by Airbus using its own
investment funds and will be operated in cooperation with ESA.

The platform can accommodate up to 12 different experiment modules, supplying them with
power and providing data transmission to Earth. Bartolomeo is suitable for many different
experiments. Due to the unique position of the platform with a direct view of Earth from 400
kilometres, Earth observation including trace gas measurements or CO2 monitoring of the
atmosphere are possible, with data useful for climate protection or for use by private data
service providers.

The Multi-Needle Langmuir Probe (m-NLP) is an instrument from the University of Oslo and
the Norwegian company Eidsvoll Electronics to measure ionospheric plasma densities. With
its relatively low orbit, the ISS passes near the peak plasma density of the ionosphere. The
m-NLP is currently the only instrument in the world capable of resolving ionospheric plasma
density variations at spatial scales below one metre. It will gather valuable data from the
equatorial and mid-latitude ionosphere, enabling study of the dynamic processes in this
region in unprecedented detail. The Langmuir Probe will map plasma characteristics around
the globe.

The mission is financed through the ESA PRODEX programme and supported by ESA’s
Directorate Human & Robotic Exploration. The payload is scheduled to launch on ISS
resupply flight NG-14 in October 2020 and will be the first payload to be installed on the
Bartolomeo Platform outside the European Columbus Module.

Together with UNOOSA (United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs), Airbus is currently
inviting tenders for further research opportunities on the platform, in particular to enable
research institutions from developing countries to participate in scientific space research.

* * %

About Airbus

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military
rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
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