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Airbus completes the integration of Cheops satellite   
ESA’s new exoplanet hunting satellite is on track for launch by the end of the 
year
 

 
 
Madrid, 03/07/2018 – Airbus has completed the integration of Cheops (CHaracterising 
ExOPlanet Satellite), the European Space Agency’s (ESA) first small mission satellite that 
will carry out an exciting scientific mission, to define the properties of the planets orbiting 
nearby stars. 
 
Cheops will study these planets using a Ritchey-Chrétien Telescope supplied by the 
University of Bern, in Switzerland. It was integrated last month at Airbus’ Madrid-Barajas site 
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on the already-finished platform. Following successful integration the spacecraft will be sent 
to France, Switzerland and The Netherlands for a comprehensive test campaign on 9 July. 
 
The campaign will include a complete set of functional and environmental tests to ensure that 
the spacecraft is fit for launch. The satellite will then return to Madrid for final functional tests 
and a final inspection before it is shipped to Kourou, French Guiana, for launch. 
 
The satellite, which is implemented as a partnership between ESA and Switzerland, is on 
track for launch by the end of the year on a Soyuz rocket from Kourou. The Cheops mission 
will analyse, for at least three and a half years, the transit of exoplanets as they pass in front 
of their stars. It will operate from a Sun-synchronous orbit, at an altitude between 650 and 
800 km. 
 

*** 
 
About Airbus 
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 
restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range 
of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, 
combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, 
Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
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