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Airbus provides satellite communications for the French
administration
Paris, 19 January 2017 - Airbus Defence and Space has just been awarded a contract to
supply satellite communication systems for UGAP, the French public procurement agency.
This 4-year contract covers the supply of equipment and services for fixed and mobile
satellite communications (Satcom) in the Ku and Ka frequency bands.
UGAP is a public institution and the only national procurement agency in France, serving
mainly the state, local authorities and hospitals. The contract foresees all public technical
services to use a simple order form for Satcom equipment and services anywhere on French
territory.
“As a pioneer in satellite communication services for governments, we are pleased to make
our expertise available to the French administration,” said Eric Souleres, Head of French
business at the Secure Communications business cluster of Airbus Defence and Space.
Airbus Defence and Space’s users of fixed or mobile (vehicle, trailer, or shelter) Satcom
stations include the Interior Ministry’s General Directorate for Civil Security and the
departmental Fire and Emergency Response Brigades, plus about forty French Departments.
Satcom enables voice and data communications to be maintained, including areas without
mobile network coverage, or when these networks are disabled following a natural disaster;
or when there is a risk of high traffic owing to events such as terrorist attacks or the World
Cup.
Military and governmental users worldwide benefit from the unique expertise developed by
Airbus Defence and Space in the field of satellite communications. Besides covering the
complete range of frequency bands (L, C, Ku, Ka, X and UHF), the company provides
military satellite communications to some of the most high-tech armed forces in the world,
including those of the UK, France, Germany, Canada, the US and NATO.
About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2015, it generated revenues of €64.5
billion and employed a workforce of around 136,600. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport
and mission aircraft, as well as Europe’s number one space enterprise and the world’s second largest space
business. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
About UGAP
UGAP is a public state institution under the supervision of both the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of
Education. As the only national procurement agency, UGAP is a key player in public procurements and in 2015
received orders worth 2.45 billion euros, excluding VAT. Its main customers are local authorities, public state
administrations and institutions, the social sector and public health facilities.
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Through its procurement activities, UGAP acts as a tool for implementing government policies with regard to
rationalisation of spending, sustainable development, support for SMEs and local employment and innovation.
606 companies held a contract in 2015, 58% of which are on a small scale and 27% on a medium scale. UGAP
holds ‘Responsible Supplier Relations’ certification from the Companies Mediation agency and the National
Procurement Council. To find out more: www.ugap.fr
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