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Airbus and U.S. Air Force Commemorate 25 years of the Eagle 
Vision Program   
 

Washington, D.C., 7 June 2018 – Airbus Defence and Space celebrates the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of Eagle Vision, its lightweight deployable imagery downlink ground station, 
designed to process and distribute commercial satellite imagery in near real-time to support 
U.S. Air Force and Air National Guard missions in homeland security, combat and disaster 
relief. 
 
Eagle Vision allows downloading and processing of un-classified commercial satellite 
imagery directly in the field, as the satellite passes overhead, supporting military leaders, 
even in remote areas and non-anticipated operations. Imagery provided by this system 
supports wartime operations, natural disaster and relief efforts as well as Homeland Defense 
preparations. 
 
“Today we celebrate an uninterrupted success since 1993,” said François Lombard, Director 
of the Intelligence Business at Airbus Defence and Space. “Since then, Eagle Vision has 
become a valuable source for commercial imagery exploitation for the U.S. Air Force and 
many entities within the US Government, to provide fresh, near real-time satellite data for 
information extraction in preparation for mission critical applications.” 
 
The system receives and processes SPOT 6 & 7, TerraSAR-X and Pléiades images, and is 
also capable of processing Landsat, Radarsat, RapidEye, Cartosat, Ikonos, Cosmo-SkyMed 
and Resurs-DK data. 
 
The Eagle Vision Program has been a valuable asset within the U.S. Air Force for the past 
25 years. The program enables the Warfighters, First Responders and Planners to have 
situational awareness so that they can plan, execute and deliver mission resources efficiently 
and effectively.  
 
Five Eagle Vision systems have been developed and sustained 24/7 by Airbus Defence and 
Space for the last twenty-five years. They are assigned to: Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
San Diego Air National Guard Station, California, McEntire Joint National Guard Base, South 
Carolina, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, and Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, US. 
 

Link to download the photos 
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https://flic.kr/s/aHsmjnScaM
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About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated reported revenues of € 67 billion – 
or € 59 billion restated for IFRS 15 - and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive 
range of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, 
transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the 
most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
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