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First Royal Canadian Air Force C295 makes maiden flight 
@AirbusDefence @RCAF_ARC #C295 

 

 
Seville, 5 July 2019 - The first Airbus C295, purchased by the Government of Canada for 
the Royal Canadian Air Force’s (RCAF) Fixed Wing Search and Rescue Aircraft 
Replacement (FWSAR) program, has completed its maiden flight, marking a key milestone 
towards delivery by the end of 2019 to begin operational testing by the RCAF. The aircraft, 
designated CC-295 for the Canadian customer, took off from Seville, Spain, on 4 July at 
20:20 local time (GMT+1) and landed back on site one hour and 27 minutes later.  
 
The photo above shows the first RCAF C295 during its maiden flight.  
 
 
FWSAR program facts and figures 
 
The contract, awarded in December 2016, includes 16 C295 aircraft and all In-Service 
Support elements including, training and engineering services, the construction of a new 
Training Centre in Comox, British Columbia, and maintenance and support services.  
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The aircraft will be based where search and rescue squadrons are currently located: Comox, 
British Columbia; Winnipeg, Manitoba; Trenton, Ontario; and Greenwood, Nova Scotia. 
 
Considerable progress has been made since the FWSAR program was announced two and 
a half years ago: the first aircraft will now begin flight testing; another five aircraft are in 
various stages of assembly; and seven simulator and training devices are in various testing 
stages.  
 
In addition, the first RCAF crews will begin training in late summer 2019 at Airbus’ 
International Training Centre in Seville, Spain. 
 
The FWSAR program is supporting some $2.5 billion (CAD) in Industrial and Technological 
Benefits (ITB) to Canada, through high-value, long-term partnerships with Canadian industry. 
 
As of January 2019, 86 percent of key Canadian In-Service Support (ISS) tasks have been 
performed in-country by Canadian companies in relation to establishing the FWSAR ISS 
system. Airbus is thus on track in providing high value work to Canadian industry and has 
demonstrated a successful start to the development and transfer of capability to Canadian 
enterprises for the support of the FWSAR aircraft. 
 
Beyond direct program participation, Airbus is generating indirect business across Canadian 
military, aeronautical and space industry including Small and Medium Businesses in support 
of the ITB program. 
 
For more information about the FWSAR program, click here 
 
To download footage and images of the first flight, click here 

 

 

This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusMedia 
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About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger 
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one 
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military 
rotorcraft solutions worldwide 
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