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SPACE SYSTEMS 

Technology demonstrator CIMON* receives ‘Best of What’s New 

Award’ from US science magazine Popular Science

AI-based astronaut assistant represents a significant advancement 

@AirbusSpace @dlr_en @astro_CIMON @Astro_Alex @Space_Station #AI 

#Horizons 

Friedrichshafen, 28 November 2018 – CIMON, the technology demonstrator developed 

and built by Airbus on behalf of the German Space Agency at the German Aerospace Center 

(Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt; DLR) and funded by the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy has now been presented with US science 

magazine Popular Science’s ‘Best of What’s New Award.’  

One of America’s oldest and best-respected magazines, Popular Science has been 

introducing its readers to the most amazing innovations and discoveries for more than a 

century. Popular Science was founded in 1872 and is published by Bonnier Corp., one of the 

largest consumer-publishing groups in America. 

Since 1988, the publishers of Popular Science have reviewed thousands of products in 

search of top 100 tech  innovations of the year. Each year’s winners represent significant 

advancements in their respective categories, with the ‘Best of What’s New’ awards being 

presented annually in ten categories. More information is available at www.popsci.com.  

It was only recently, on 15 November, that CIMON successfully completed its first 90-minute 

space mission with German ESA astronaut Alexander Gerst on board the International 

Space Station (ISS). CIMON is designed to support astronauts in performing routine work, 

for example by displaying and explaining procedures or instructions for scientific experiments 

and repairs. It can also be used as a mobile camera. In particular, CIMON could be used to 

complete routine tasks, such as documenting experiments, searching for items and taking 

inventory. 

* * * 

About Airbus

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion restated 
for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger 
airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and 
mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient 
civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
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This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusNewsroom  

*CIMON®, which is short for Crew Interactive MObile CompanioN, is a scientific project developed on behalf of the German 
Space Agency at the German Aerospace Center (DLR) and funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Energy - Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Energie (BMWi). CIMON® is a registered trademark of DLR in Germany. 
AIRBUS, Airbus’ logos and product and service designations are protected trademarks of Airbus. Other trademarks used or 
mentioned may be the property of other companies.


