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Information Notice 
 
 

SUBJECT: ENGINE CONTROLS 
 

Use of the twist grip 
 

 
 

AIRCRAFT 
CONCERNED 

Version(s) 

Civil Military 

AS350 B3  

AS550  C3 

 
 
 
Information Notice 2169-I-67 informed you about the various types of twist grips that exist for AS350 B3 helicopters 
and explained the differences in handling according to the twist grip version and the engine (Arriel 2B or  
Arriel 2B1). 
 
Airbus Helicopters has recently been informed of several cases of overspeed on AS350 B3 helicopters equipped 
with an Arriel 2B engine. One of the possible causes for this type of event is non-compliance with the Flight Manual 
procedures.  
 
In this respect, Airbus Helicopters would like to remind you of the following instructions: 
- when energizing the helicopter and before starting the engine, the twist grip must be in the "FLIGHT" position and 

the "TWT GRIP" or "Amber GOV" indicator lights must be off, 
- during engine shut-down, the engine must be set to idle using the start-up selector switch, 
- after the engine shut-down command, the helicopter electrical power systems must be switched off,  
- at the end of a regulating system failure training session, the "AUTO/MANU" selector must be set back to "AUTO" 

and the twist grip back to the "FLIGHT" detent. 
 
More generally, Airbus Helicopters would also like to remind you that the twist grip must not be used when  
the EECU is not energized. 
 
In parallel, Airbus Helicopters is modifying AMM Task 76-12-02, 5-2 "Adjustment / Testing - "Forced idle" 
microswitch - ARRIEL 2B Twist Grip" in order to: 
- divide the procedure into two Tasks, depending on whether MOD 073357 (Improved reliability of the twist grip on 

B3 helicopters with Arriel 2B engine) has been embodied or not: 
. AMM 76-12-02, 5-2a if PRE MOD 073357,  
. AMM 76-12-02, 5-2b if POST MOD 073357. 

- simplify the test procedure (code checks on the VEMD and indicator light checks will be required instead of the 
strength test). 

The draft version of this Task is given below.  
 

For the attention of 
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