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Sichuan Airlines takes delivery of its first Airbus A350-900 
#SichuanAirlines @AerCapNV #A350 
 
Toulouse, 8 August 2018 – Sichuan Airlines, the largest all Airbus fleet carrier in China, has 
taken delivery of its first A350-900 leased from AerCap in Toulouse today, becoming the first 
Chinese mainland operator via leasing to take delivery of the world’s newest and most efficient 
twin-engine widebody aircraft. 
 
Powered by Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines, Sichuan Airlines’ A350-900 aircraft features a 
comfortable two-class cabin layout of 331 seats: 28 business, and 303 economy. The airline will 
initially operate the new aircraft on its domestic routes, followed by its international “Panda 
Routes”. 
 

 
Caption: Sichuan Airlines takes delivery of its first Airbus A350-900. 

 
Sichuan Airlines operates an all Airbus fleet of 135 aircraft, including 123 A320 Family aircraft 
and 12 A330 Family aircraft. The partnership between Sichuan Airlines and Airbus dates back to 
1995 when the airline introduced the A320, becoming the first to operate an Airbus fly-by-wire 
aircraft on the Chinese mainland. It was also the first operator to take delivery of a Tianjin 
assembled A320 Family aircraft. In 2010, Sichuan Airlines received its first A330 aircraft, in 2016 
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it signed a Letter of Intent for leasing four A350-900s, and in 2018 it signed an agreement with 
Airbus to order ten A350-900s. 
 
The A350 XWB is an all-new family of mid-size widebody long-haul airliners shaping the future of 
air travel, featuring the latest aerodynamic design, carbon fibre fuselage and wings, plus new fuel-
efficient Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Together, these latest technologies translate into 
unrivalled levels of operational efficiency, with a 25 per cent reduction in fuel burn and emissions, 
and significantly lower maintenance costs.  
 
The Airspace cabin, in addition to aircraft spaciousness and quietness, provides better ambience, 
design and services, contributing to superior levels of comfort and well-being, and setting new 
standards in terms of flight experience for passengers in all classes. 
 
By the end of July 2018, Airbus recorded a total of 890 firm orders for the A350 XWB from 46 
customers worldwide, already making it one of the most successful widebody aircraft ever. 
 

*** 
 
About Airbus 
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 
restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of 
passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, 
transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides 
the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide.  
 
 
Contacts for the media 
Kevin JIA ning.jia@airbus.com  +86 10 8047 5018 

 
This and more photos are available in high resolution in our newsroom:  http://www.airbus.com/newsroom.html 
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