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Airbus delivers its first A350-1000 to launch customer Qatar Airways 
The carrier shapes the future of air travel with leading A350 XWB widebody fleet 
 
 
Toulouse, 20th February 2018 – Airbus has delivered the world’s first A350-1000 widebody 
airliner to launch customer Qatar Airways at a delivery event in Toulouse, France. The aircraft 
is the first of 37 A350-1000s ordered by the carrier and is the first ever Airbus aircraft fitted 
with the revolutionary new Qsuite seats, offering the first ever double bed in Business class. 
Qatar Airways is the world’s largest A350 XWB family customer with 76 aircraft on order and 
the largest A350-1000 customer. 

“Qatar Airways always demands the very best for its customers, so it is right that we are the 
first airline in the world to fly the Airbus A350-1000,” said Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive, His Excellency Mr. Akbar Al Baker, “This remarkable state-of-the-art aircraft will 
become a firm part of Qatar Airways fleet and will keep us ahead of the curve, allowing us to 
continue to offer our passengers outstanding levels of comfort and service”. 

The A350-1000 fits seamlessly alongside Qatar Airways’ growing fleet, including 20 A350-900s 
today. Both aircraft are complementary and provide for maximum commonality with unmatched 
operating efficiencies and the same unique passenger experience in their Airspace cabin. 
Flyers will benefit from absolute well-being in the cabin, with more personal space, optimised 
cabin altitude, more fresh air, controlled temperature & humidity, integrated connectivity and 
the latest generation of in-flight entertainment system.  

Chris Cholerton, Rolls-Royce President – Civil Aerospace, stated “We are very proud to have 
worked with Qatar Airways and Airbus to deliver engines for this latest version of the A350 
XWB family. This delivery marks another significant day in our partnership with the airline and 
the manufacturer as the new aircraft is powered by the most powerful engine ever developed for 
an Airbus aircraft, the Trent XWB-97.” 

Fabrice Brégier, Airbus, said “It is a huge pride for us to deliver the very first A350-1000 to our 
launch customer Qatar Airways. Bringing major advantages in fuel and cost efficiency along 
with unmatched passenger comfort, the A350-1000 is the ideal aircraft to showcase Qatar 
Airways’ legendary customer service. With its greater capacity compared to the A350-900, the 
newest widebody will play a major role on the carrier’s busiest long-haul routes and will 
contribute to strengthen their position at the forefront of the aviation industry.” 

The A350-1000 is Airbus’ latest and largest widebody in the twin-aisle category. With a 7-
metre longer fuselage, the A350-1000 space for premium cabin products is 40% larger than its 
smaller sibling the A350-900. In Qatar Airways configuration the A350-1000 offers 44 
additional seats. It is a truly long-range aircraft with a range of 8,000nm (14,800 km) at entry 
into service. The A350-1000 features a modified wing trailing-edge, new six-wheel main 
landing gears and more powerful Rolls-Royce Trent XWB-97 engines. As with the A350-900, 
the A350-1000 brings together the very latest in aerodynamics, design and advanced 
technologies for a 25 per cent step change in operating cost compared to previous generation 
competitor aircraft. 
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About Airbus 
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of €67 billion and 
employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners from 100 
to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as 
well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military 
rotorcraft solutions worldwide 
 
Contacts for the media 
Sara Ricci sara.ricci@airbus.com +33 6 42 65 26 17 
Stefan Schaffrath stefan.schaffrath@airbus.com +33 6 16 09 55 92 
Samsana Ismail samsana.ismail@airbus.com +97 156 171 7025 
Matthieu Duvelleroy matthieu.duvelleroy@airbus.com +33 6 29 43 15 64 
 
 
Please find the full press kit on the Airbus website here  
 
This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusNewsroom 
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