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Airbus Defence and Space signs contract for Eutelsat satellite 
 

• Airbus Defence and Space in partnership with Orbital ATK to 
build EUTELSAT 5 West B   

 
Airbus Defence and Space with Orbital ATK have been selected by Eutelsat, one of the 
world’s leading satellite operators, to build the company’s latest video satellite, EUTELSAT 5 
West B, in partnership. 
 
According to the terms of the contract signed between the three companies, Airbus Defence 
and Space will lead the team and be co-prime contractor with Orbital ATK for the 
development and construction of EUTELSAT 5 West B. Airbus Defence and Space will 
provide the communications payload operating in Ku-band. The satellite will be based on 
Orbital ATK’s GEOStar platform. 
 
Scheduled for launch in 2018, EUTELSAT 5 West B will have a launch mass of around three 
tonnes and 5 kW of power. 
 
EUTELSAT 5 West B will replace the EUTELSAT 5 West A satellite at 5° West, a key orbital 
position serving mainly video markets in Europe and North Africa. EUTELSAT 5 West B will 
provide business continuity at this position via a Ku-band payload of 35 equivalent 36MHz 
transponders, connected to three service areas, with switchable transponders increasing 
commercial flexibility. 
 

***** 
 
About Airbus Defence and Space  
Airbus Defence and Space, a division of Airbus Group, is Europe’s number one defence 
and space enterprise and the second largest space business worldwide. Its activities include 
space, military aircraft and related systems and services. It employs more than 38,000 
people and in 2015 generated revenues of over 13 billion Euros.  
 
Contacts:  
Jeremy Close   + 44 14 38 77 38 72  jeremy.close@airbus.com 
Ralph Heinrich  + 49 89 3179 9797  ralph.heinrich@airbus.com 
Mathias Pikelj   + 49 75 45 8 91 23  mathias.pikelj@airbus.com 
Francisco Lechón  + 34 91 586 37 41  francisco.lechon@airbus.com 
 

www.airbusdefenceandspace.com 
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