Airbus A400M completes full Paratrooper Simultaneous Dispatch
certification
@AirbusDefence #A400M #defencematters

Getafe, 2 June 2020 – The Airbus A400M new generation airlifter has successfully achieved
certification of the simultaneous paratrooper dispatch capability and completed the full
industrial development of the type’s paratrooping deployment capacity, with a maximum
dispatch of 116 paratroopers using both side doors (58 + 58).
The certification fight test, completed in May 2020 in coordination with the French Armament
General Directorate (DGA) and supported by the French and Belgian Armed Forces,
combined an extensive paratrooping campaign of more than 1,000 jumps along with the
implementation of new capability development methodologies based on recording and 3D
modelling of paratrooper jump trajectories.
“This certification completes a challenging journey to achieve this next generation capability.
The achievement reinforces the strategic value the A400M already offers to air force operators
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and society, as demonstrated during Covid-19 times,” said Dirk Hoke, Chief Executive Officer
of Airbus Defence and Space.

With the completion of this key milestone, the A400M excels in its paratrooping role, being
able to carry 116 paratroopers who can jump two at a time from the ramp in freefall, or
through the paratroop side doors with automatic parachute opening, a state-of-the-art
capability that greatly increments its operational possibilities.
The picture above shows the successful dispatch of paratroopers during the flight test
campaign over Ger Azet drop zone in southern France in September 2019.

***
About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2019, it generated revenues of € 70 billion
and employed a workforce of around 135,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
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rotorcraft solutions worldwide
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