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Air France takes delivery of its first A350 XWB  
@AirFrance @Airbus #A350 #AF350 
 
Toulouse, 27 September 2019 – Air France has taken delivery of its first A350-900, the 
world’s most efficient all new design wide-body aircraft. The first jet out of a total order of 28 
was handed over to Anne Rigail, Air France Chief Executive Officer and Benjamin Smith, Air 
France-KLM Group Chief Executive Officer, by Airbus Chief Commercial Officer Christian 
Scherer during a ceremony held in Toulouse, France.  
 
Air France will deploy the A350-900 fleet on its transatlantic and Asia routes. The Xtra 
WideBody aircraft features a comfortable three class layout with 324 seats including 34 full-
flat business, 24 premium economy and 266 economy class seats. Fully in line with Air 
France’s commitment to the environment, the all-new A350-900 will provide a 25% reduction 
in fuel burn and CO2 emissions. Additionally, the aircraft’s delivery flight from Toulouse to 
Paris will be powered with a blend of conventional and synthetic biofuel. 
 
Air France operates an Airbus fleet of 143 aircraft. It includes 114 single-aisle and 29 wide-
body planes. The airline recently opted to purchase Airbus’ newest aircraft family member, 
the A220, which will join the fleet over the next years.  
 

 
Photo caption: Dominic Horwood, Chief Commercial Officer, Rolls Royce; Christian Scherer, Chief Commercial Officer, Airbus; 
Benjamin Smith, Chief Executive Officer, Air France-KLM Group; Anne Marie Couderc, Board chairwoman Air France-KLM 
Group; Jean Luc Moudenc, Maire de Toulouse; Anne Rigail, Chief Executive Officer, Air France. 

 
The A350 XWB offers by design unrivalled operational flexibility and efficiency for all market 
segments - up to ultra-long haul (17,900km). Its Airspace by Airbus cabin is the quietest of 
any twin-aisle aircraft and offers passengers and crews the most modern in-flight flying 
experience. The aircraft features the latest aerodynamic design, a carbon fibre fuselage and 

mailto:media@airbus.com
https://www.airbus.com/aircraft/passenger-aircraft/a350xwb-family/a350-900.html
https://www.airbus.com/aircraft/passenger-aircraft/cabin-comfort/airspace.html
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wings, plus new fuel-efficient Trent XWB Rolls-Royce engines. Together, these latest 
technologies result in 25 per cent lower operating costs, as well as 25 per cent reduction in 
fuel burn and CO2 emissions compared with previous-generation competing aircraft – 
demonstrating Airbus’ commitment to minimise its environmental impact while remaining at 
the cutting edge of air travel.  
 
At the end of August 2019, the A350 XWB Family had received 913 firm orders from 51 
customers worldwide, making it one of the most successful wide-body aircraft ever. 
 

* * * 
 
About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger 
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one 
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military 
rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
 
 
Contacts for the media 

Anne Galabert   anne.galabert@airbus.com +33 6 09240974 
Marie Caujolle marie.caujolle@airbus.com +33 6 72963485 
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This and other press releases and high resolution photos are available on: AirbusMedia 
 
For more information about the A350 family, please click here. 
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