Airbus Helicopters celebrates 10-year presence in Albacete and
strengthens its industrial footprint in Spain
Albacete to produce rear fuselages for the entire range of Airbus helicopters
Albacete, 29 November 2017 – Airbus Helicopters celebrated the tenth anniversary of its
Albacete factory, underlining the essential role that the Spanish plant will play as part of the
company’s new industrial strategy. The same day, a ceremony was presided in Albacete by the
Spanish Minister of Defense, Maria Dolores de Cospedal, who took the opportunity to sign the
handover certificate for two H215s to the Spanish Air Force’s 802 Squadron/RCC Canarias as well
as two HAD/E Tigers and an NH90 for the Spanish Army Airmobile Force (FAMET).
Along with production sites in France and Germany, the Albacete plant will become a centre of
excellence for the manufacture of major components assemblies, bringing increased quality and
competitiveness as well as long-term visibility for the industrial activity in Albacete. The Spanish
plant will specialize in the production and integration of the rear fuselages of all Airbus helicopters
for the global market.
“We are especially proud of our 10-year presence in Spain and we want the country to be a key
part of our shared project to maintain our status as the world’s leading helicopter manufacturer,”
said Guillaume Faury, Airbus Helicopters CEO. “Adapting to the market situation, we have
transformed our company to become more competitive and increased our industrial efficiency by
specialising our production sites and expanding their competences,” he added.
Airbus Helicopters’ strategy in Spain also includes the creation of a National Support Centre that
will support the helicopter fleets of the Spanish Ministry of Defense. In doing so, the centre will
perform a similar role to existing sites in France and Germany.
About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2016 it generated revenues of €67 billion and
employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners from 100 to
more than 600 seats and business aviation products. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport
and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most
efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide
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