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UK MoD and Airbus Defence and Space withdraw from Canada’s
Future Fighter Capability Project
Ottawa, 30 August 2019 – The United Kingdom’s Ministry of Defence (UK MoD) and Airbus
Defence and Space today informed the Government of Canada of their decision to withdraw
from Canada’s Future Fighter Capability Project (FFCP). The decision is the result of a
detailed review of the Request for Proposal (RFP), following its release on 23 July 2019.
Both the UK MoD and Airbus Defence and Space deeply appreciate the FFCP team’s
commitment to transparency throughout the last two years as well as the thoroughly
professional nature of the competition. This applies in particular to the efforts made to
facilitate an enormously complex task of developing the RFP whilst responding to feedback
from the suppliers. After careful analysis of the input from the draft as well as the final RFP,
two factors have led to the Typhoon Canada campaign team’s decision to withdraw from the
project: First, a detailed review has led the parties to conclude that NORAD security
requirements continue to place too significant of a cost on platforms whose manufacture and
repair chains sit outside the United States-Canada 2-EYES community. Second, both parties
concluded that the significant recent revision of industrial technological benefits (ITB)
obligations does not sufficiently value the binding commitments the Typhoon Canada
package was willing to make, and which were one of its major points of focus.
With the decision to withdraw from the FFCP, the UK MoD and Airbus Defence and Space
will not proceed any further with the Typhoon Canada campaign. However, both parties
strongly reiterate their commitment to the Canadian government, the Canadian Armed
Forces, the country’s aerospace sector and ultimately the people of Canada. Simon Jacques,
President of Airbus Defence and Space Canada, said: “Airbus Defence and Space is proud
of our longstanding partnership with the Government of Canada, and of serving our fifth
home country’s aerospace priorities for over three decades. Together we continue in our
focus of supporting the men and women of the Canadian Armed Forces, growing skilled
aerospace jobs across the country and spurring innovation in the Canadian aerospace
sector.“
***
About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military
rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
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