Joint Press Release
Airbus Helicopters and Elbe Flugzeugwerke take on maintenance
activities for the Bundeswehr’s NH90 fleet
Donauwörth, 28 August 2019 – Airbus Helicopters as prime contractor will work together
with Dresden-based Elbe Flugzeugwerke to maintain the German Armed Forces’
(Bundeswehr’s) NH90 fleet. Airbus and the Federal Office of Bundeswehr Equipment,
Information Technology and In-Service Support (BAAINBw) signed the corresponding 10year support contract on Wednesday.
The services to be rendered at a fixed price under this contract comprise scheduled
maintenance, 1,200 flight-hour inspections as well as on-demand repairs. Work will begin at
Airbus Helicopters in Donauwörth during the first quarter of 2020 and at Elbe Flugzeugwerke
in Dresden in early 2021.
Dresden as the subcontractor will be the Bundeswehr’s second major industrial centre
alongside Donauwörth; the addition of this facility will greatly expand the Bundeswehr’s
capacities for maintaining its helicopters. The German Army currently has 74 NH90 TTH
helicopters; all 82 will have been delivered by 2021. The German Navy will start to receive its
18 helicopters in October 2019 – the maintenance of these is also covered by the contract.
The German Army’s NH90s will be used as tactical transport helicopters (TTH), while the
German Navy’s NH90s will be used as naval transport helicopters (NTH) – this helicopter
type will also be known as the Sea Lion.
“Together, Airbus Helicopters and Elbe Flugzeugwerke are excellently poised to handle the
growing influx of NH90 helicopters,” said Wolfgang Schoder, Executive Vice-President Light
Helicopters and Governmental Programs at Airbus Helicopters. “Elbe Flugzeugwerke is an
experienced and internationally renowned maintenance and conversion specialist that we will
be incorporating into the NH90 programme for the long term.”
Andreas Sperl, President & CEO of Elbe Flugzeugwerke, said: “Based on our many years of
experience in aircraft maintenance, and with the support of Airbus Helicopters we will be a
reliable partner when it comes to maintaining the Bundeswehr’s NH90 helicopters. This will
open up a new, very challenging and promising market for us.”
The service package offered by the two partners is based on a new concept that has already
been successfully implemented with other NH90 user nations and has led to a significant
reduction in turnaround times.
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About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2018 it generated revenues of € 64 billion
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military
rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
About Elbe Flugzeugwerke
Elbe Flugzeugwerke GmbH (EFW) combines various aviation and technology activities under a single roof:
development and manufacturing of fibre-reinforced composite components for aircraft structures and interiors of
the entire Airbus family, the conversion of passenger aircraft into freighter configuration, maintenance and repair
of Airbus aircraft as well as engineering services in the context of certification and approval. The company has a
workforce of about 1,500 employees and in 2018 achieved revenues of just under €300 million. For more
information about EFW, please visit www.efw.aero.
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