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AIRBUS IN JAPAN
Airbus’ presence in Japan dates back to 1979 when Japan Air System (JAS) placed its first
order for six A300B2s. JAS subsequently placed repeat orders for the A300, bringing the total
number of aircraft ordered to 32.
Following JAS, All Nippon Airways (ANA) became Airbus' second Japanese customer in 1987,
when it ordered ten A320s. Altogether, ANA selected 31 A320s for use on domestic and
international routes. In 1995, ANA announced that it had also selected the larger A321 for
domestic operations, with a total of seven firm orders.
ANA Holdings ordered 30 A320 neo Family aircraft (seven A320neo and 23 A321neo) in July
2014.
In October 2013, Japan Airlines (JAL) signed a purchase agreement for 31 A350 XWBs (18
A350-900s and 13 A350-1000s).
Starflyer became a new Airbus operator in December 2005, when it took delivery of its first
A320 under lease agreements. The airline also placed its first direct order with Airbus in 2011,
for three A320s.
Skymark Airlines will lease 10 A330-300s, three of which were delivered at the end of July 2014.
In November 2011, Japan’s first low-cost carrier (LCC) Peach Aviation took delivery of its first
A320 through a leasing agreement, and started operation in March 2012. Since then, the
airline’s all-Airbus fleet has grown to 13 A320s.
Jetstar Japan, one of Japan’s newest LCCs, also chose Airbus’ fuel efficient aircraft to debut
operations. The first A320 was delivered in April 2012, and operations started in July 2012.
Vanilla Air, another of Japan’s newest LCCs, took delivery of its first A320 in November 2013
and started operation in December.
Japan is not only an important and growing market for Airbus aircraft. It is also a key centre for
Airbus’ global network of industrial collaboration. Airbus has been working with Japan’s R&D
Institute of Metal and Composites for Future Industries (RIMCOF) to conduct a cooperative
study for development of Structural Health Monitoring (SHM) technology. Furthermore, Airbus
signed a cooperation agreement with Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) on the
cooperative research activities in the field of composite materials in June 2009.
Many Japanese companies are taking part in the production of the comprehensive Airbus
Family of aircraft. A total of 15 major Japanese companies have joined the A380 program, while
the latest, all-new design A350 XWB includes components made in Japan, (seats, in-flight
entertainment or engines). In 2010, Toray and Toho Tenax signed a long-term agreement with
Airbus’ parent EADS (now Airbus Group) to supply carbon fiber for Airbus aircraft.
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Japan is a key country for Airbus, both as a potential buyer of aircraft and as a partner in
industrial co-development and co-production. Airbus aims to further strengthen partnerships
with Japanese companies and build cooperative relationships that will benefit both the
Japanese and European industry.
Stephane Ginoux has been appointed Chief Executive Officer of Airbus Japan on July 1st 2010.
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