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Air Algérie orders additional A330 aircraft

By Fouad ATTAR
Managing Director
Airbus Middle East

Last year was a year with major achievements.
With its set of exciting opportunities and
challenges, 2013 was notable in many ways
such as setting a new record of 626 aircraft
delivered to 93 customers, and a new industry
record of 1,619 gross orders. Last year also
saw a new record for Airbus with reaching
backlog of 5,559 aircraft. Finally, 2013 marked
the first flight of the A350XWB.
At Airbus Middle East, we ended the year with
an extraordinary airshow in Dubai by setting
new records in sales, as mentioned in the
previous issue. Also in 2013, Airbus achieved
160 orders and delivery of 46 aircraft across
the MENA region.
As we start 2014 with a great spirit, we intend
to maintain the momentum and continue to
build on the past accomplishments.
With this issue we celebrate you! our valuable
customers; convinced that our success is
inextricably linked to yours.
Thank You!

Air Algérie, Algeria’s flag carrier, has recently
placed order for 3 A330-200 aircraft to join
the current 5 A330s and replace the remaining
767 fleet. With this purchase, Air Algérie’s fleet
is expected to reach a total of 59 aircraft by
2016.

Deliveries this month:
(December and January)
Afriqiyah A330
2 Air Arabia A320s
Air blue A320
3 Emirates A380s
Etihad Airways A320
Saudia A330

Now after more than 60 years of service, Air
Algérie operates flights to 41 destinations in 25
countries, with Vienna and Lisbon expected to
join Air Algérie’s network soon.

The airline was founded in 1953 by the
Government of Algeria. initially, Air Algérie
served Basle, Lyon, Marseilles, Paris and
Toulouse from its main hub in Algiers.
Air Algérie initially operated Airbus aircraft

Middle East projected to achieve highest passenger traffic
growth for the next two decades: Airbus GMF
The latest forecast by Airbus Global Market
Forecast published in September has good
news for our region. While, as we mentioned
in the October issue, the rate at which the
global air passenger traffic is expected to
expand is 4.7% annually, the Middle East is
projected to help drive much of this growth as
the passenger traffic in this region continues
to increase by 6.4% per year. This remarkable
outlook in air travel is achieved given a number
of factors.

Airbus exceeded commercial
targets in 2013, achieving a new
record of 626 aircraft deliveries
A350 XWB passes ultimate load
wing test

using the A300 (MSN2) in 1974.

The Middle East is a diverse region, with some
of the fastest growing countries in terms of
GDP. Over the full 20-year period (2013-2032),
almost all of the countries of the Middle East
are forecast to surpass the global average
economic growth rate. Middle East also enjoys
a young, increasingly educated and urbanizing
population. Geographical centrality, ambitious
airlines, and open skies inclinations are other
key drivers of the surge in the aviation industry
in our region.

In the last 20 years, the fleet size of the region’s
carriers has quadrupled from 218 aircraft in
1992 to 875 at the beginning of 2013. Not only
the fleet sizes are increasing, but also the fleet
ages are getting younger. The average aircraft
age domiciled in the Middle East is nine years
old compared to 13 years in 1992.
According to Airbus Global Market Forecast, by
2032 the passenger aircraft fleet size in Middle
East will grow to 2,606 with new deliveries of
1,999 aircraft. Deliveries include:
• 779 single aisles
• 875 twin aisles
• 345 very large aircraft

Download the 2013-2032 Airbus Global
Market Forecast at http://www.airbus.com/
company/market/forecast
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