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I would like to dedicate this space to announce
a very special Airbus Middle East initiative in
partnership with The Little Engineer to further
regional talent development.
The Little Engineer (TLE), is an organisation
dedicated to instilling an appreciation of
science and technology among today’s youth.
The alliance comes as a result of Airbus
Middle East’s on-going dedication to providing
inspiration and support for the next generation
of aviation professionals in the region.
We’ve always believed that talent is a key
contributor to the future of aviation. We want
to instil a passion for science and technology
at an early age in order to widen potential
innovation and creativity in a sustainable
industry.
Through its partnership with TLE, we will be
hosting a series of workshops across schools
in the region to bring the subject to life and
generate excitement amongst key audience
groups. Check out: www.thelittleengineer.com

Airbus has installed the first A330 ailerons
assemblies to be made in the UAE by Strata,
a division of Mubadala, located in Al Ain. The
ailerons were installed in the Airbus A330 wing
equipping line in Bremen, Germany. The wings
will eventually become part of an A330 freighter
aircraft destined for Etihad Airways.
The ailerons were received from Badr AlOlama, CEO of Strata, by the head of Bremen
plant, Volker Thum. As strategic partners,
Airbus and Strata are working closely together,
with Strata now manufacturing parts for A330
and A380 aircraft today and eventually A320
and A350 XWB.
Strata is just one of the manufacturing facilities
in the UAE that Airbus works closely with on the
manufacturing of aircraft parts, another UAE
organization, Tawazun Precision Industries
(TPI), manufactures metallic parts at its facility
near Abu Dhabi. Airbus’ partnership with each
facility extends beyond supplier relations,

with significant investment in the long-term to
develop research and design capabilities with
both organisations. The level of investment
being made by Airbus in the evolution of the
UAE’s aerospace industry is expected to result
in a production business worth around $100m
per year by 2016 based on current work
packages..
Of the latest delivery, Volker Thum, head of
the Airbus plant in Bremen, said: “Aviation is
a global business, and it brings together the
very best each country has to offer. For the
development and production of the world’s
leading aircraft, we require strong and capable
partners, like Strata, who can deliver on this
global scale and we anticipate that parts
manufactured in the UAE will be set features
on Airbus aircraft.

New A321neo cabin option: 16 more seats
Airbus is offering airlines brand new options for
configuring the generous floor space offered by
the A321neo. These allow more flexibility and
thus increase the number of seats at the same
comfort standard. In addition, the maximum
exit limit is raised beyond 220 seats.

First A350 XWB with wings
complete emerges for outdoor
testing

The first new option consists of an additional
over-wing exit door which raises the current
maximum exit limit so operators can make
even more use of the available cabin floor
space. When this new option is combined
with the Space-Flex aft cabin configuration,
the A321neo can accommodate up to 236
seats, 16 seats more than today’s maximum
seating, which leads to a reduction in seat mile
costs of five percent.

Deliveries this month:
• Air Arabia A320
• Saudia A321
• Tunisair A320

In conjunction with the additional over-wing
exit door, a second new option is available
whereby the forward exit is de-activated.
This creates a seamless, undivided forward

cabin allowing additional seats and even more
flexibility in multi-class seat arrangements. This
option will be of particular use in longer range
markets where high comfort standards are
needed in Premium class.
The A320 Family offers the widest cross
section in the single aisle aircraft market with
the Airbus standard 18 inch wide seat in
economy class.

Today, the A321 aircraft make up nearly a fifth
of the in service A320 family fleet in our region,
while 15% of the A320 family backlog in MENA
belongs to A321 aircraft.
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